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II Samuel: Amnon and Absolom (II Samuel 13-14 Sermon Notes

Chapter 13: A in David’s Family - As with chapters 11 and 12, this chapter is exceedingly

dark. The consequences of David’s sin with Bathsheba and Uriah multiply exponentially. Nathan’s message from
God about the sword never departing David’s house (12:10) is realized as we turn to David’s firstborn son Amnon
(3:2 — Born to Ahinoam), his third son Absalom (3:3 — Born to Maacah), and his daughter Tamar. It is within this
context that Amnon commits a “disgraceful” act against Tamar.

>R of the Act (13:1-14) - Amnon is deeply in love with his sister Tamar. Upon the advice

of his cousin Jonadab (son of David’s brother Shimeah: 1 Chron 2:13), Amnon schemes to trick Tamar into being
alone with him. He takes advantage of the situation, and his sister, by physically forcing her to lie with him.

>R to the Act (13:15-22) - Next, we learn that Amnon is so enraged by Tamar’s

resistance to him, that he “hated her exceedingly” and sent her away “bolt[ing] the door” behind her. Tamar
responds that his sending her away is more evil than him physically assaulting her. After she is cast out, she
mourns by placing “ashes on her head” and tearing her “robe of many colors” (NKJV). Upon learning of what had
happened from Tamar, Absalom plays off the whole encounter as not being a big deal. However, it was a VERY
big deal to Absalom despite his words to Tamar. He hated what Amnon had done but was not yet ready to show
his hand. Finally, we learn that when King David heard about the actions of Amnon, “he was very angry”.

>R for the Act (13:23-39) - After “two full years”, Absalom finally begins working to act
against Amnon for what he had done to his full sister Tamar. He schemes to bring all his brothers to Baal Hazor.

He then instructs his servants to kill Amnon when his “heart is merry” with wine. When the servants obey the
instructions of Absalom, it causes the remaining sons of David to flee. Word gets back to David that Absalom had
“killed all the king’s sons”, which causes the king to tear his clothes and lay on the ground in grief. Jonadab, the
king’s nephew, eventually corrects this message and tells David “only Amnon is dead”. When the remaining sons
of David return to Jerusalem, they all mourn over the loss of Amnon. Absalom flees to Geshur where he remains
for “three years”. David’s attitude toward Absalom is difficult to discern from ancient manuscripts. While many
modern translations say that he “longed to go to Absalom” (13:39 - NKJV), it could be that he instead ceased
having a desire to march out against Absalom as his grief over Amnon began to fade.

Chapter 14: A of Absalom - This chapter marks Absalom’s return to Jerusalem, which

ultimately sets the stage for Absalom’s treason and attempt to take the throne of Israel from his father.

>TheP (14:1) - Joab takes it upon himself to bring reconciliation between the exiled

Absalom and his father David. It is possible he thought Absalom to be the likely successor to David.

>TheP (14:2-3) - To facilitate the reconciliation, Joab employs a wise woman from

Tekoa to conceal herself as a mourning widow. She goes to the king with a story crafted by Joab.

>TheP (14:4-20) - Like Nathan’s story in 12:1-6, this story is intended to deliver a
message to David concerning his actions. The message is to try and get David to accept Absalom back home.

>TheP (14:21-33) - After receiving the message, David relents and allows Absalom to

be brought back to Jerusalem, but refuses to meet with him for two years. Absalom’s handsome looks and
beautiful hair are described along with his family (three sons and a daughter named Tamar). Absalom goes to
great lengths to get the attention of Joab to request an audience with the king. When they finally meet face to
face, Absalom bows to David, and David kisses him in return.



