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Baptism: Lesson 12 - Infant Baptism & Covenants Sermon Notes

Last week we began looking at the practice of infant baptism in view of the doctrine of Original Sin. This
morning, we will continue our look at infant baptism by considering the belief that it represents a sign of
a family’s covenant relationship with God.

A Sign of the Covenant? - This is a view popularized by John Calvin that baptism is the Christian
equivalent of circumcision for infants born of believing parents. He said that such infants were “children
of the covenant.” Way back in lesson three, we considered how baptism has replaced circumcision as
the sign of the new covenant (and a joining of unequals). However, is there any scriptural basis for
baptism being administered to infants in the same way as circumcision?

As a reminder, circumcision was given to Abraham in Gen 17:9-14 as a sign of the covenant (promise)
God made with him and his descendants in Gen 12:1-3. The sign was to be administered to all males
on the eighth day after their birth.

Peter’s Promise? - Some see the “promise” of Peter in Acts 2:39 as being the same as the promise to
Abraham. Because of Peter’'s mention of “children”, they believe baptism should be administered at
birth in the same way as circumcision (i.e. as a sign of the covenant).

Acts 2:39 (ESV) - For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are
far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”

There are at least three problems with this interpretation:

1. The promise of Peter is not the same as the promise to Abraham. Peter was promising
“forgiveness of...sins” and “the gift of the Holy Spirit” upon baptism (v. 38). This promise is
predicated on repentance, which automatically excludes infants and small children who are not
capable of faith and repentance.

2. Peter’s promise includes the “forgiveness of...sins”, yet infants are not sinful (see lesson 11).

3. Peter’s reference to “children” does not mean they are baptized when they are babies. It simply
means the promise is valid for all descendants when they are capable of repentance.

Households? - There are multiple places in scripture where there is a mention of an entire household
or family being baptized. A few examples include Lydia (Acts 16:15), the Philippian jailer (Acts 16:33),
and Stephanas (1 Cor 1:16). Some have assumed these families or households must have included
infants who were baptized. However, whoever was in those households (family members or servants)
had to be capable of repenting before their baptism (Acts 2:38). In the case of the Philippian jailer, the
text says those who had been baptized “had believed” in God, which is not possible for an infant.

Children of Abraham? - In Galatians 3, Paul clearly teaches that being a physical descendant is not
what determines the “sons of Abraham” (v. 7) or the “sons of God” (v. 26). This relationship is totally
based on faith! Being baptized as an infant to believing parents does not establish a covenant
relationship, or make anyone a child of God, under the new covenant. This new covenant is wholly
through Christ (v. 26), and our inclusion is exclusively determined by faith (Eph 2:8). Paul explicitly ties
our baptism (v. 27) with faith. Infants are not capable of choosing to place their faith in God, even if they
are baptized.




