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A Lack of Reverence — Filled With Awe For God (Part 2)

At the crucifixion of Jesus, we are told: "When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping
watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, 'Truly
this was the Son of God!"" (Mt 27:54, ESV - emphasis added)

What would our lives look like if we were truly "filled with awe" for what God has done for us?

Reverence for God Brings Selflessness

In Luke 18, Jesus tells a parable about two men who enter the temple to pray. One of these is a
Pharisee and the other a despised tax collector. The Pharisee seeks to bring attention and glory to
himself, but the tax collector "would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying,
‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!”” (Lk 18:13, ESV)

Having reverence for God means understanding that we are hopelessly lost and NOTHING without
Him. Human nature leads us to promote ourselves in all situations, but a healthy respect for God
will lead us to cast aside selfish interests and seek Him as the only way to eternal life.

Reverence for God Brings Sincerity

In I Samuel chapter 1, Hannah is praying earnestly to God for a son. She is only praying in her heart
and no sound can be heard from her lips. Elj, the high priest, accuses her of being intoxicated with
alcohol. Hannah responds,” 'No, my lord, I am a woman troubled in spirit. I have drunk neither wine
nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the Lord." " (I Sam 1:15, ESV -
emphasis added)

When was the last time we can honestly say we were "pouring out [our] soul before the Lord?”
Instead, we dabble in Christianity without allowing it to penetrate us. Being in awe of God and His
plan will lead to a transformation of our innermost being, and will compel us to be dedicated to the
study of His Word, to singing, and to prayer. These things will not be an exercise of simply going
through the motions, but will involve the deepest areas of our heart, soul, and mind.

Reverence for God Brings Sacrifice

After his incredible treatise on God’s mercy and plan for salvation, Paul challenges the Christians
in Rome “to present [their] bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God..” (Rom 12:1,
ESV). To be a “living sacrifice” means that every aspect of life is dedicated to His service. If we truly
reverenced God, and understood the significance of His mercy, would it not be our natural reaction
to give our lives to Him?

All of us should examine our lives to determine if the level of reverence we have for God has
brought about these results. If not, then it should be a reminder for us that more time is needed in
study and prayer to truly understand the majesty of God and His plan.



