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The Mission of the Church

Lesson 2 - Within a True Monarchy

This morning we continue our series called "The Mission of the
Church", by looking at the organization of God’s church. This will be our
topic for the new two weeks. Recently there has been a lot of attention
on the passing of Queen Elizabeth II and the coronation of King Charles
III as the new monarch of the United Kingdom. While the royal family in
Britain generates a lot of interest, their rule is largely ceremonial.

Unlike these ceremonial monarchies, those of us who are the “called
out” (ekklēsia), the church, we serve within a true monarchy. In this
monarchy, we have one, true king who has absolute and total power.

1. The ______________________________ - Jesus is given the title “Christ” in
scripture (Matthew 1:1; Acts 2:36). This title literally means “anointed
one” and is used to describe not only His role as our savior but also to
emphatically state that He is our king (Isaiah 9:6-7; John 18:36;
Revelation 19:11-16). There can be no doubt from scripture that this
Christ is the head of the church (Ephesians 1:22). In His role as king
and the head of the church, God the father has given him “All authority
in heaven and on earth…” (Matthew 28:18).

What about an earthly head of the church? Roman Catholics point to
Peter as the first “Pope,” or earthly head of the universal church. Their
claim is largely based on the statement of Jesus in Matthew 16:18
where He says, “you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.”
However, Jesus is not saying that He will build His church on who Peter
was (his person), but instead on what Peter had said. Back in verse 16,
Peter had made the confession, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God.” This is the truth upon which the Lord’s church is built. That Jesus
is the Christ, the King!

2. The ______________________________ - As king and head of the Church,
Jesus governs by His Word. If we want to be part of His church, we have
to follow His truth (Galatians 1:6-9; 2 John 9-11). This is the standard
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by which all local churches must function and uphold (I Timothy
3:14-15). It is what we are built on (Ephesians 2:19-22).

Some might ask whether the church should have an earthly
headquarters or hierarchy. The model of the New Testament is that
each local church functions autonomously under the guidance of local
leadership whose mandate is to uphold and protect the truth of the
Gospel. This truth is a roadmap for each church to follow and provides a
basis for unity among churches. What about the Jerusalem Council in
Acts 15? Doesn’t this pave the way for an earthly headquarters? Is this a
pattern we should follow?

We must remember there was not a written New Testament for these
churches to use to answer the question of whether or not Gentiles
should be required to follow the law of Moses, so James, Peter, and Paul
are communicating through this council, and the letter they wrote, the
desires of God’s Holy Spirit (Acts 15:28). This is not needed today. We
are led by God’s revealed Word as delivered by the same Holy Spirit.

The same concept also applies to the question of whether there are still
Apostles of Jesus Christ today (Ephesians 4:11). The Apostles were
tasked with taking the Gospel to “all nations” (Matthew 28:19). Their
mission was to deliver the word of Christ before there was a written
New Testament. One of the qualifications to be an Apostle of Jesus
Christ was to have seen the risen Jesus (Acts 1:21-22; 1 Corinthians
9:1-2). No one alive today has seen Him the risen Jesus, and the work of
the Apostles of Jesus Christ has been completed. We now have the truth
of Christ revealed through God’s Holy Spirit in the New Testament. This
was made possible by their work (Ephesians 2:20).

PRAYER LIST
● Elizabeth’s

grandmother
Carolyn Sales has
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● Bill Gillock had a
stroke

● We rejoice with
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● Maria Hunter
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