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At the Right Time (Romans 5:6)

Several years ago, I taught a class called “Unsolved Mysteries of the
Bible.” In one of these lessons, we looked at the question, “What time of
year was Jesus born?” As part of this lesson, I tried to communicate that
the answer to this question really doesn’t matter, because the key thing
that we need to know is that it was “at the right time.” But how do we
know that?

In Romans 5:6 - Paul is beginning his explanation for the hope
(confidence) that is within us (Introduced in verse 2):

Romans 5:6–11 (ESV)
6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ
died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a
righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one
would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since,
therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much
more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For
if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the
death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled,
shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also
rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom
we have now received reconciliation.

In this section, most focus (rightfully so) on the explanation that Jesus
died while we were ungodly, weak, sinners, enemies, etc. But maybe we
miss this phrase that occurs at the beginning of Paul’s explanation, “at
the right time.” What does this mean that all of this was “at the right
time”? This is referencing the culmination of God’s plan to save
mankind.

Some might think of this as a lesson for those that have never accepted
Christ, and that would be appropriate. However, I really think all of us
need reminding of this great truth, because it helps to steady us during
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seasons of doubt. Even though we sometimes try to put up a facade that
says this is a doubtless place, or that I am impervious to doubt.
However, I’m confident that everyone here has gone through at least
one season of doubt in their life. There are some of us that go through
these seasons frequently and may be going through one right now.

So, again we come back to the question of how do we know that Jesus
was born “at the right time”?

1. ______________________________ (Gen 1:1; John 1:1-5; Ephesians 1:3-14)

God’s plan to save mankind through His son has been in place since
before the beginning of time.

2. ______________________________ (Isaiah 11:1; Matthew 1:1; Micah 5:2;
Matthew 2:1-6; Isaiah 53:9; Matthew 27:57-61)

There are 100s of prophecies in the OT that point toward Jesus as the
future savior of the world. No way we could cover all these today, but I
encourage you to research these, because they will build your faith.

3. ______________________________ (Acts 2:22-24; Romans 5:6)

Jesus died at exactly the right time to make salvation available to man,
just as he had planned from the very beginning. If He died at the right
time, this also means that he was born at the right time.
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